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as I thought we were the last ones to get caught. Now I don't know, to me, there was ah, I thought there were two or 
three hundred of us, that got on that train, but we must have had some Army peopie on there with us,
Paui My thinking is, you say two or three hundred. There was at least that many and maybe more. 
Chuck There were a lot of privates and corporal '5 and stuff on there. 
Rusty Most of them were ground forces.
 
Chud~ Wei I they were cooks and ] ike I said musicians.
 
Paul Yes they were ground forces. Yes there were a lot of them. TaU remember Spineli i, that Army photographer~ He was
 
in that group.

Rusty Weil, this explains something that 1 see in the POW Bulletin you know about this guy Spinelli that had such a
 
group' of photo's that he will sell for ten ninety five or whatever it is,

Chue,:: But I can remember that I stayed IJp n'eariy one whole night writing post cards; German post cards to '3enerai
 
stores and post offices in Kentucky and Tennessee and some plaCE else, there were three states there and thev said their
 
folks couldn't read, but that if I sent it to the general stores, that guy could read, or he wouid get on the teleohone 
and tell the talks that they were captured. And I thought, well gee whiz' I didn't know we had that many peoDle in the 
Un~ted States, you know, I wasn't smart, but they were illiterate they couldn't speli, or they couldn't write their;

well I g~ess they caul? write their ~ame, they had to ~o get in the Army" I think' Or make an "X" anywa\,.

Paul j've seen people that the onlY Signature that chey ha,d was an II~\ thEIr mark.
 
Chuck And if they didn't have the rig t name theY made an "0", huh?
 
Chuck Weil I, appreciate this you guys, Now Rusty you said that we were at Wollen--~
 
Rusty speiied Wol1enzach, That mav not be the way the Germans pronounced it, but that was the town that we were
 
taken to. "
 
Chuck That ~~as the name of the town that !~hen \~e \~ere captured we were put into the jai 1•
 
Virginia Do vou really know that vou were getting sick before you had this sharp pain in your chest?
 
Rusty No'lfeltQood. ' '
 
Chuck He was doing fine. But ail of a sudden he said his chest started hurting and then he started running a fever,
 
because I know, hell' He was freezing, and his aid head, the snow was running on it; and it was just steaming' He was
 
running a hundred "ou know, He \~as just poking out steam.
 
Chuck ~J211 I knew he was getting in bad shape. (lJe had to get him to a hospital or' something, That's whv we Dounded
 
doors on that night and we couldn't get anyone to come to the door,

Rusty We couldn't give ourselves up. ' 
ChUCK We got a couple that said raus' raus' 
Virginia How long did you pound)
Rusty How long did we pound?
Virginia Yeah,
Rusty Tii) they ran us out. They would come to the door and say get the heii out, No they would just teli uS l raus, 
raus. However they said it in German. Get out of here! 
lirginia Don't you suppose they didn't open doors at night?
Rusty Dh; No' Absoiutely not. Because you know the gestapo or whoever---
Chuck They didn!t, they reaily didn't. However that's p~Jbably what they thought we were. And they weren't coming, we 
didn't preak the door"' in, ,After a \~hile t~ey did open the door, a ,crack, get awaYl t'aus, r'aus; you knDi'!. Aii we Wet'E 
tryIng IO do IS get In to wnere we couid get warm and get some attencion. 
Rusty I qat over that thouqh without attention.
 
Chuck He"really did' Aii he needed was two nights of dry sleeping' That!s what I said. We were healthy animals because
 
when we stayed in that jail j I think it was two nights, and gee; vou got right over it l
 
Rusty Oh, yes. '
 
Chuck And his fever broke, he needed food and dry clothes. It was what we needed.
 
Rusty Just get the hot food and a coupie of nights rest.
 
Rusty I have all of those dates.
 
Chuc~: Do Yale
 
Rusty The exact dates. The dates that we were recaptured I the number of days that we spent there. And to get us back
 
to 714.
 
Chuck Well that's real good. I want to get 50me of that stuff from you, I Don't care how much you run off, You send it
 
to me and send a bill. And I wiil sure Qet it.
 
Rusty We) i read them off of the tape,"

Chuck That will be fine. We can do'that.
 
Rusty You know you can say so much more than you can write. You can say 1n five mInutes than you can in an nour.
 
Chuck Like I said. I:ve got an hour and a half on here. That wl11 be real fine. So maybe YDU can go to vour boo~ and
 
qet some of those. '
 
Rusty So we've got tapes. And we can swap tapes.

Chuck OK. That will be real fine.
 
Virginia And mavbe Rusty can go back in his mind and add things to it.
 
Chuck And whatever we have missed. If you can think of something do the same tIling, And if we can get together here.
 
don't know whether we'VE got the only story that there is, But three guys getting off.
 
Paul The only thing, I was ah and they took me down and put me in this local policeman's cellar, which was barred,

Virginia Barred?
 
Paul Yeah, it had a wooden door with bars over it. That was the local jail I I think j and ah; he was trying to Question
mel and he was bringing these kids in. They were young children. Ten, eieven years Did. And they couid sneak English.
And they wouid ask me questions and they would telf stories that they had pIcked up the night before or the day before l
thev had picked up some Russian?? 
Paul He wanted to know how I escaped or what have you and j wouldn't tell him. And then I think I was there two days,
And that was the time this kid wanted to practice his Engl ish. And so he spent quite a bit of his time. one of the kids 
did down there when he was out of school" Trying to practice his Engiish. Then they sent a feilow out, 'ct guard out tram 
IA. He brought me in and one of the things I remember going back on the local train. He wasn't interested in me a dad 
gum bit. There was girls on the train. And he was interested in all the girls.
Chuck Well that!s those soldiers. 
Paul S? we got,b:-~k i~.there, and I think we must ~ave got .back ~n,the af~ernoon or ~omething like ,that} anyway. they
had the LaDle and tne oHlcer and they tHO me and al! the natIOnalIties thaL thev I!ad lIned up tot' an and I stili had 
the compass with me.· . 



Chuck That's why we lost the compass:
Paul And they had some British and I don't know what their offenses,re~!ly. was, It. wasn't esc?oe. But ?-nyway this guy 
was runnIng us thrDIJ~h, ar~d he was tellIng ushow many ,days we,,9ot. fie Dldn:t questIo~ me a bIt. But I had tne compass
and the'·' were searcmng Ihem as they went in, Just oetore tney got to nlm, And there f~as an Aussie there or an 
Aussie-English, I'm not realiy sure, and I thought, as he was going by, I'm going to pass it to vou, and I tossed the 
compa=.s as I r·emem~er .. "I. know I got it back,
PaUl He gave me 1 thInk It was teD days,
Virginia Which was Quite a bit. 
Paul Down there, and they took me on down. now it wasn't as remember the boob, Now there were 10 bunks,
Chuck No, you siept on the floor. ;
Rusty Right.
Paul There were no blankets as I remember,
Chuck There was some straw pal ley-asses that to me were about that thick. 
Paul The might had been something! ike pallets.
Chuck They were s~]ething like burlap and about that wide, And maybe six feet long.
Paul I just remember that it was awfully hard sleeping.
Chuck It was,
 
Paul And I r"emember the telephone . And I remember that an 1 the thing that got me on to Sal tz 1 was the fact that 1
 

these guys were telling me how much was coming through to me and I wasn't getting it l 
Paul I found when I came out of there! they were having a I itt!e electi.on up there, and there was only one end of the 
bar~acks, a~d_ thirty or ~orty or fifty I dDn'~"know ,Americans in it. And they were electing officers, Guys were doing
dlfterenI IOIngs. ~omebooy nominated baltz ana 1 saiD Nol 
Chuck You said Nol 
Paul No~ When this guy goes down there high grading stuff that we were supposed to be getting, I'm sure not going to 
stand by while you elect him,
Chuck To anything!
Paul And tnat was the last that I remember of Saltz. I know he was around but that was the last I heard of him. 
Chuck Well I don't know how I got that, maybe you told me through the fence that the sucker was doing it or something
because I really read him off through the fence and I scared him a i ittle bit, I never did catch him after I got out. 
Virginia Well Rusty how many days do you think you were out? 
Rusty I figured we were out elght days.
Virginia Eight days,
Rusty Yeah. And ah, And when we got a notice to apply for money from the frozen German assets this country, I.11 

collected $B44 , But down at the bottom of the fage it says that nine days have been deducted from your total time 
because you were not under enemy control at that ime, So instead of getting 853 1 I got 844 because we were loose. 
Paul 1 qat the whole $854. 
Chuck Did you? I got some money but I Don't know what the days were,
Paul I remember exactly 854. " 
Rustv I qat 844 less 9 days.

Chud: Well see he remembers things I ike th.at but al i I did was take the check and soend the money, The last $4(l we
 
bought an electric blanket with. Do you remember that? We were up where it was 40 below zero all winter along and bov 
that was the best thing that we ever had. 
Rusty Do you know there is one thing that I remember about 7A, Do you remember when they wouid delouse our barracks 
and put the cyanide gas in? And then leave it in over night and then onen it up and air 1t out for three days before 
they would let us back in? And one time with the Russians l they put the cyanide gas in l in the morning and ooened it up 
~nd put the guys back_in that night?
Ihl Irk I ~ th.:lt r'l aht"... 
Rusty A~d th~ next "morning the whole barracks was dead? Do you recall that? 
Chuck I remember a i ittle about that, But I thought it was their whiskey that thev were drinking, Do you remember them 
coming in the barracks in 7A? I don:t remember whether ~'ie had numbered barracks or l'ihat. There wer-en't that many
barracks f,~q .af us, But anyway these Russians come through sell ing vodka that they had m;3de in t~~i~ barracks from 
potatoes. Ano 1 don't know, I tnlnk I gave Lhem a Clgarette and I got not very much somethIng ilke Inac and it tasted 
just like, oh gee whiz something 1ike high test gas or something, vou l~now it was bad! and I thought well; I think that 
l'iill ~iOrk in a cigarette lighter. And I had an old Zippo and (poured it in there and man, it l'lOrked '~ood! Where
 
gasoline would only flamE like that ~lOuld come Lip like that and I mean light up a cigar, 
Rusty I remember when the other nationalities would be coming off of their' work details. They'd flia their cigarette
 
butts over to us, "
 
Chuck Uh hah,
 
Rusty Do yOLl reme~ber that? I went all, through ~th"e. war and never qui t smok ~ng. The whol e time, _Bumming cigarettes 1
 

where could. When 1 dIdn't have any. US1ng those POlISh Cigarettes. They woulo tear your lungs out·!
 
Chuck Oh, they were awful they were terrible.
 
Rusty And uh, I remember them fl ipping their cigarettes, , . ." _ , " _ ' ~
 
Chuck I remember those dumb Engl ish ones, That alway~. tasted 11ke they had ';:;aII ln "[hem. I don-I know what ~ja" Ih>::
 
matter with a Canadian or English cigarette but it always tasted like you were burning salt! I figured they put them in
 
the damned hold of a ship and they got washed all the way over you know and they dried em out and soJd them to you.

Rusty I remember that in 7A one time we tried to make soup out of blood sausage. All we ended up with was a damned
 
bunCh of bIDod.
 
Chuck iJlobs f j oati ng around in there. I caul dn' t go that either.
 
Rusty We found teeth and fingernails,

Chuck Hair? We found lots of hair. Little globs of hair.
 
Yir9inia_Do you"~e~ember them,eating_ho~se meat?" .
 
Kusty uh' Hel I: 1 remember Ihem Dringlng a tub aT soup lnto our barracks itA and it had the damned horse eye in it. Do 
rOu remember the horse eye fioating around in it? 
lhuck We had horse hair and parts of hide. And I know it was tails off of the horse, You know the 100g hair, gee whiz l 

It was reai coarse hair. In fact I got a bunch of it and let it dry out and braided a watch strap out of it, We didn't 
eat it, but the macaroni was half shell or whatever it was l and the red stuff, I didn't know what it was but I figured
it was tomatoes, and then there were lots of little crawly warms, that were dead in there, little maggots, but thaI was 
pretty good soup though, that was about the best soup they sent us, 
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Rustv '(2ah. We11 i remember, one Ot the guards said th·3t the l~ork parties got the food. If a horse bro,::e its leg, we 
got 'ttJe head. We got the head and the legs, And the work p.~rties got the rest Ot the carcass !'lith the meat on iL 
Because we were non-productive. .
 
ChUCK Yeah, we weren't doing nothing.

Paul Do you remember when they brought all of those Italians in to 7A? You were there, All of us.
 
Chuck Yes' I remember.
 
Paui They had j'1arshal Patagleo in that group .3.nd the Nhole bunch. And that's the time that we got lots of tom.ato
 
paste.

Chue!; Yeah' Uh huh.
 
Pl They brQught lot of Italian food up with them and we got potatoes, I can remember this tomato paste. I didn't have
 
the slighte'st idea what this stuff was, It looked like rubber, red rubber. But after you mi:-:ed' a little l~ater and
 
heated it UD, i t I~as darned good f .
 

Chuck Well, I can remember from some!~here, I got tapioca, I think it I'las off of the black market. And it \~as big

stuff' You know. It was like little marbies. And I thought boy I know how to, tapioca is good; So I got the stuff in a
 
pot and I started cooking that stuff and it jelled up. And hell I I COUldn't do nothing with it. I couldn't stir it. So I
 
got it out of there and I cut it up with a knife and we made balls out of it. And that was pretty good baseballs. They

lasted about three weeks. They were good' Thev would bounce on the floor. You knO\'l and that ~jas l:apio['3, I never tried
 
to cook taoioca after that.' .
 
Rusty Do you remember on time at 17B, when we hadn't had any red cross parcels for six or eight weeks? And we gOt in
 
42,000 rolls of toilet paper? Do you remember that~
 
Chuck He' He' Yeah' Yeah'
 
Chuck But I I got an English parcel in there from sOlTie alace, think somebody felt sorry for us.
 
Paul We used to get Engl ish parcels at 7A. '
 
Chuck Mm hunn'
 
Paul I ti,:,:,'~ ever remember getting one at 1713,
 
Chuck No I don't think we did, but the Eng] ish gave us SOffie of their parceis.
 
Paul But thev did distribute some of the English parcels to us and they had tea in them. And somewhere along the line
 
t ley got some American parceis and they had coffee in them and we would trade tea for coffee. But that was a pretty good

bunch of Engi ishmen there.
 
Chuck They traded a lot pretty good and the French men even.
 
Rusty Do you remember Andre'?
 
Faul ies, I remember Andre' .
 
Rusty And' there was one other one uo there that we was close to. have forgotten his name but ah- I sure would have
 
liked to met UD WIth Andre' after the war. Because he was---
Chuck Was he a great big guy?
Rusty He was a big tall guy.

Chuck He was always eying me and feeling my butt a 1ittle bit , and I was kinda worried about him. He was reai good with
 
French crackers. They had those biscuits, whatever they were. Harder than hel)' Did you ever try to eat those things]

Paul If you soaked them in water, they were pretty good!

Chuck You could almost make soup out of them. But boy, trying to eat em, you just couldn't break them off hardly.

Rusty Old Andre', he treated us pretty good down there.
 
Chuck He was alNays cail ing me "Laddie, Laddie" you know and put his arm around me and he kind of made me.
 
~usty I_\,ever had any trouble "
 
LhucK DIdn't you~
 
Rustv We]l, I was uq]ier'

Chuck I know !'lhen he"got to feeling me a little bit, I thought now I am going to get away from Andre'.
 
Paul We were;- I remember one time. and this ~ias 'after the group ~ient on up to the French_ gathered up several cups

ful i of these crackers ..:\nd brought em up for us to distribute. "
 
Chuck Well that's ail that they got' "From Yihat I understood; that's I'ihat they got trom their government was those
 
crackers, And that's what they got,

Paul And it was a heck of a gift.

Chuck And it was out of their own larder, you might say because they aii worked; I don't think they were exempt.

Rust " No' They were required to ~mrk according to the Geneva Convention. Chuck They weren't non-corns or there weren't
 
any fhere I don't know WhICh,
 
Rusty 8ecause even the sergeants, even Andre', I think worked. except that he had enough infiuence if he wanted to do a
 
partiCUlar job. 
Chuck He had been there'
 
Rustt Oh Hell.
 
Chuu He said he had gone back to France a CaUDle of times. To see his family or Christmas or Thanksqivinq and then
 
th~y WOUld. Ship him. back. H~ Wct? that mllch of an honor prisoner ,at some ~ind, b~\ause I know that he told ~E, he said
 
"It you \11111 stay w1th me 1 Wli1 get you to France" and I thougnt f don't: knm~ It I can stand hlfH, gOing tu France at'
 

not, but he worrIed me a little bit , Nice gUY' really was, he was---- . ."
 
Rusty I remember he tried tal everyone of us, I think, ahlays thQL!9ht of escape,and.r a.sked ,hl'~_ It I ever got t9
 
France, I_sa~d how would r J~t the pe~ple knO!~ and he .sa10 Just say "·Je ~UlS pnsonn1~r De gLl~rre' Ham a prls9net' Or
 
\~arl and 1 dldn't knm'J what the hell it meant, r knevl It meant \~ar and prIsoner, bu.t .an, he saId that s all you II·ave to
 
know, if you get to the right peopie, you are .o~ your way home: , . "" ~
 
Chuck Weil when you guys got shot down; you d10n't get to contact any nat:lV2S or anythIng dId you: .
 
Paul Well, I was shot dmm and 1'1£1 were hit bombing shipping at "Sfax Harbot'~")H We !'lere quite a ~ja}'s bac~: on OUf' way back
 
before we lost an engine, and we were quite a ways back before the rudder control cable failed on us. And we were too
 
high and we went into a kind of flat spin and the pilot , he just shut the power off and was abie to straighten it up and
 
land out there in the desert. And that was fortunate far us. We landed and the Arabs came over, and they made sure that
 
we didn't go any where , because ah the Germans showed UD the next day in a truck and took us into Sfax and then Tunis.
 
Chuck Was your' whole crew, was al] right?
 
Paul Our wno]e crew, none of us were injured. The only injury; was mine and it wasn't due to enemy fi e but was due the
 
fact t~at I was, la[ing on this plate .Ot l this ar~or plate, t~ere were two aiecEs \h~re, buckl;-d UD and ~ame apart and I
 
was hOldlng on :0 that gun handle stickIng out tne bottom at the plane and I shoulon't have oeen, and It just you know
 
it just kind o.t vlrecked my right arm tor a whi 1eI just the sho~k o,f it, 50- and that's vihen ,I lost my canteen I beca~!se
 
thiS armor plate came apart and buckled up, and tnen came back together and my canteen droppeD rlght 1n the mldole and I
 



couldn't qet it out. So the pilot old an extremely good job. The last I remember .im saying before we hit the ground was 
"Pid:: up -your feet Jimmey, liJi try not to p'Jsh too much sand in there!" And so he did an exce1Jent job bringing us 
down. 
Chuck Calm and collected crashing an airplane. Did "ou iand with your wheels UD? 
Paul Oh no! No, No. He beliied it in ' . 
Chuck He bellied it in? 
Paul Course if he hadn't of bellied it. Well he didn't have no power anywav to get the wheels down! He didn't have tiille 
to get the wheels down. And if he had of gotten the wheels dawn, we probab1v wouldn't have made it because of that 50ft 
sand, that we hit in. And so we were fortunate. 
Chuck Well, did you jump aut of yours, Rusty?
Rusty Oh no' No We set ours drn~n. We were coming down. Lost our power on two engines out and then the othe TWO, they
couldn!t get rpms out them and we were coming into mountains, and the pilot cailed Lhe navigator and says "Where are 
\'Ie~'" And the navigator took a fix .'lild he sa.id (whatever it i'las- longitude a.nd latitude) I \'Jhate'er it was, i'le ~iere 
sUPPQsed to. be. 300 miies behind o\Jr o.wn lines. And the. pilot said,. "Well, l>ie'ij set it oO\'In he!"e ,then, and ~n the 
mornlng radlO In, we are under radIO sllenc2. We can radlQ In and gee some parts out here, and get tnls thIng otf the 
ground." And so that night the pilot had cheCKed out the the rest of the crew that morning at briefing. So the navigator
didn't have a time cheCK. And that night the stai"S came out, he took a celestial a.nd found out i-ie i~ere 50 miles behind 
G~~man 1ines. And viE' Vlere supposed to be 300 the other \'Iay. The navigators watch was off enough to make that much 
dltference. And that had to be si:< or' seven minutes as I understand it. I don't kno!'J it that's t"ight or not but an'
rate, we set it down in the desert and of course Vlhen the thing hit, (the wheeis were down and everythinG) the wheels 
were right up to the hubs in sand. And ah, We staved there that night; We had some kind of rations or some damned thinG. 
And ~nyho,\~ \~e stayed there that night. And Smitty and I J the guy that's. here now;"a11 night l,ong l we bt'o~ght ~hebomb 
slght baCK lnto the radlo room. Smltty and I sat there all nlght long, WIth our rities, ready LO Shoot thae homo SlQht,
There's three places, you had to shoot the Norden bomb sight to destroy it. .. .
 
Chuck To destroy it so they didn't get it.
 
Rusty And so we sat ther'e ali damned night lang~ the l"est of the guys were half asleep you kno\'I.3.nd Smitt·! .3no I would
 
spell each other out; we got ten of fifteen minutes of sleeE you know and we had drained out a bucket of gasoline and
 
had set it Dack by the waist guns and set the flare pistol .here; and if anything happened; the last guy out was going
 
to kick over the bucket of gasoline and fire the flare pistol into it. So the next morning, the pilot and co-pilot and
 
the navigator, they went off ahead of the plane to see if they could find a hard spot in the desert where if they got

this thing running again, we might be able to take off.
 
Chuck r!m hill.
 
Rusty And ah, whi Ie they \~ere gone, an NE 109 started mak ins passes at us they ;'Ieren't firing 1 it \~as just

reconnaissance, they kept buzzing cioser and closer ali the time you know, and the bombardier was in charge at the crew,
 
~iTlitbh' and I wer~ th~ ones that were left i!, the airplane., the bo~bardier a~d the other. guys we~e out scouting around
 
tor w. atever; I donie remember what the heil they were dOIng Dutslde. But at any rate thlS ME lv9 started to buzz us,
 
and Holmstrum, the bombardier'- We had landed! a couple hundred yards from a hard-topped road~ There were hoies dug along

the side of the road for ditching trucks because the P-38's used to come in across there, when they were running German
 
convoys dO\'in through there and they would strafe the convoys down there. So they had these big holes dug beside the
 
road for. ditching the truc1::s, So fJ.Jlmstt'um and the other guys, e:w;>pt the pilot and co-piiot, were out looking for a
 
hard spat.

Chuck Alanding strip in the desert.
 
Husty These gu"s jumped dONn in one of these ho! es when the NE 109! s started to buzz us. Smitty and r were sti i i
 
sittin thet'2 in the damned radio t"oom were readr to shoot the bomb sight. Hoimstrum said, "Rusty' Smitty I Get the hell
 
alit of there I" And we said "14hat about the bomu-sight?" "Get out of t ere' The hell \1i th the bomb-sight get ou.t of
 
there", 50 Smitty and I still had our rifles. The rest of the guys, the\' !'iere un-armed. This M 109, he would make a
 
pass you knm~ and, Smitty i-mu.ld sa'f "Are you reaa'(''' "Yeah" Bang! ('Ie were shooting .3t the damned thing fiith a rifle ' I
 
don't know how many rounds we shot off at that thing, He made a quite a fe~ passes. You only h;d time to get one shot,

and that \~as it i .
 

Chuck One shot.
 
R':!sty !!)e probabiy missed that thing bv three quarters. of a miie, Any ~Ja" Smitty and I had gone rn the hOle right

directly ahead of the airplane. And the other guy's were a i ittie bit to the North. After we got our ;hots fIred off and
 
this ME 109 was making a iast pass and we heard motors. Truck engines. Motor cycles, Two motor c'c1es. Coming down the
 
road. And pt'etty soon, Smi t_ty and I, ~ vie. were going to. '5ti~k ~t .out to the 1a~t end" you kom'll So pretty soon the
 
Dombardler sald "Ali rlght ' Husty and Jmnt'f, come on oUL I " And bmltty and I stun: our neads over the sldes and "bbrt",
 
a little burst of machine gun, you know sub~machine gunfire, those little Tammy guns that they had, because we had our
 
rifles and every thing' We didn't know, you are not sUDposed to get sand in your rifle. Right? .
 
PaUl No! You don't I . .
 

Rusty You never drop your rifle in the sand! After Holmstrum ca1Jed us the second timE, W2 came up out of the hoie,

and as I said, we didn't drop our damned ['ifles' And \~e got another i ittle burst of machine-gun fire at our feet, and we
 
knew right away that we had to do something I So, we dropped our rifles l
 
Chuck You qat rid of ',lour rifies '
 
Rusty We got sand in them!
 
ChUCK Even if you got sand in them!
 
Rusty So we dropped the rifles. They marched us, they had some trucks near~by! \~e were 50 close to a gun emplacement
 
up in the mountains! They sa~d "~Je knew you wer~n't goi~~ any place' ~e COU!.d have come _out yesterd?y and got you guy~:
 
You \',erei1't gOlng any place." And they \~ere sltTlng up mere wlth an ti8 tralned on us! It we had 0+ made a move, or lt
 
they would have got the thing started.
 
Paul If you had of made a move, you would have been io trouble, wouldn't you?

Rusty Yeah' They would have just hit the plane with and 88; you knoVl, those guys were pretty good with those things'

They could hit a mosouito with an 88' .
 
Chuck You bet ' Yeah I Sure i
 
Rusty They marched us five or six miies. We had on those damned leather flying suits Vall know. The sheep wool sheepskin

flying suitsl '
 
Chuck The SneeD ones' Gee I Those were hot'
 
Rusty Hnd the boots and the helmets and the whole bit~ And we walked across the desert with those things on and we were
 
about to meit'
 
Chuck I cao imagine!
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Rusty And f ina]l y ~ie caught up to a place where they had an empty trUCk; and they took liS ft'om there and on in to
 
Tunis. I don;t know, when were you In Tunis'
 
Paul Well I I was in Tunis on probably January the second and third or maybe the fourth-
Rusty Well then, we were there at the same time' Because we come into Tunis into the city jail; I thinK it was the city

jailor an armv one-- I don't know, but at any rate we were in the jail there in Tunis. Got in there on tile fourth~
 
Paul Yeah' We1 I I'il be darned.
 
Rusty, Did ~hey fly YOIJ}cross in those aid It'l-motor ,~unket's'7, , ". , , ,

Paul feah!.leah~.Y~a~ ..',hey too~: ah; th~v tooK me tathe h?,spIta}, and they too!:: tne,pll,ot t?,.the hosplta1. Tne reason
 
tliey took the PliOt IO (ne hospItal was ne was allergIC to tlea bItes, he was Just swei leo up ! IKe nobody's bUSIness!
 
Chuck He was swelled up to his toes' 
Paul With fiea bites from that night we had spent with the Arabs' 
Chuck You had them camel fleas didn;t you?

Paul Oh. we were all fiea bitten' But I mean he was really bad' It had poisoned him. So they took us to a hospital in
 
Tunis, And they patched up my arm, it didn't need much patching just mainly I needed a sling. ' 
Chuck 51 ing and a hang on. ' ,
 
Paul Yeah. They looked me over, There were no broken bones, 50 I was aii right. The piiot, they doped him up! dnd
 
oatched up both arms! Ha! Ha' Both arms; He was wrapped from --~all the way down; ,
 
~hU~k An the way down', ' , '", ,_ . '
 
Faul And then they threw us In a cell there and-- It was, I don't knQl~ wnether It ~Jas ----, iets see'; thiS was the
 
Italians that did this; not the Germans. The Italians took us Into Sfax, Thatls where they turned us over to, and we
 
stayed in the italian place tor a night or two and then they turned us over to the Germans, and we went to Tunis, and
 
that;s whet'e they took us to the hospital. In Tunis. I think it \'jas about the :3rd or 4th, something like that, of
 
January. It wasn't but a day or t\~O, it \~as right arjay that they flew us across to Naples, In the .Junkers 52.
 
Rusty Yeah. ~eiJ thel told us that ~:fey used to wait, until, t~ey ha~ ~nough to make a flight of about a hundred. Because
 
the only machIne gun chey had was a olevele turret; WIth a Ihlrtv cal Ioer machIne gun on It.
 
Paul One guy! One gunner on it l ' .
 

Rusty One gunner.
 


