











g

Chuck  That's why we lost the compass!

Paul And they had some British and [ don‘t know what their offenses really was, It wasn’t escape. But anyway this ouy
was running us throush, and he was telling us how many dﬂys we got. He didn’t guestion me a bit. But 1 had the compass
and they were searching them as they went in, Jjust betore they got fo him. And there was an Aussiz there or an
fAussie-English, I‘m not really sure, and I thousht, as he was going by, [‘m going to pass it to you, and I tossed the
comgass as | remember. I know I oot it back.

Faul  He gave me I think it was ten days.

Virginia Which was guite a bit.

Faul  Down there, and they took me on down, now it wasn‘t as [ remember the booh. Now there were no bunks.

Chuck  Na, znu siept on the {loor.

Rusty  Hiept,

Paul There were no blankets as I remember.

Chuck  There was some straw palley-asses that to me were about that thick.

Paul  The might had been something fike pallets. ‘

Chuck  They were something like burlap and about that wide. And maybe six feet lona.

Faul I just remember that it was awfully hard sleepina.

Chuck It was.

Faul And I remesber the telephone. And I remember that ah, the thing that oot me on to Saltz, was the fact that,
these gurs were telling me how much was coming through to me and 1 wasn’t getting it!

Paul found when I came out of thers, they were having a little slection up there, and there was only one end of the
barracks and thirty or forty or fifty I don‘t know Americans in it. And they were electing officers. Guys were doing
different things. Somebody nominated Saltz and I said No!

Chuck  You said Na! : :

Faul No! When this auy goes down there high orading stuff that we were supposed to be getting. I'm sure not going to
stand by while you elect him.

Chuck To anzt ing! ;
Paul  And that was the last that I remember of Saltz. I know he was around but that was the fast I heard of him.
Chuck  Well I don't know how 1 got that, maybe you told me through the fence that the sucker was doing it or something
because | really read hin off throush the fence and 1 scared him a 1ittle bit. I never did catch him after I got out,
Virginia Well Rusty how many days do you think you were out?

Rusty I figured we were out eight days.

Virginia Eight days. ) . .

Rusty  Yeah. And ah. And when we got a notice to apply for money from the frozen German assets in this country. I
collected $844. But down at the bottom of the page it says that nine days have been deducted from your total fime
because )Izou were not under enemy control at that time. 5o instead of getting 833, I got 844 because we were loose.

Faul _got the whole $834.

Chuck  DOid you? 1 got some money but [ don’t know what the days were.

Faul I remember exactly 854.

Rusty I got 544 less 9 days.,

Chuc Well see he remembers things like that but all I did was take the check and spend the money. The last %40 we
bought an electric blanket with. Do you remember that? We were up where it was 40 below zero all winter along and boy
that was the best thing that we ever had,

Rusty Do you know there is one thing that I remember about 74. Do you remember when they would delouse our barracks
and put the cyanide gas in? And then leave it in over night and then open it up and air 1t out for three days before
they would let us back in? And ona time with the Russians, they put the cyanide gas in, in the morning and ooened it up
and Put the guys back in that night?

Chuck  Is that rioht?

Rusty And the next morning the whole barracks was dead? Do you recall that?

Chuck 1 remember a Jittle about that, But I thought it was their whiskey that they were drinking. Do you remember them
coming in the barracks in 787 I don’t remember whether we had numbered barracks or what. There weren’t that many
barracks full of us. But an;waﬁbthese Russians come through selling vodka that they had made in their barracks from
potatoes. And I don’t know, I tnink I gave them a cigarette and I got, not very auch something like that and it tasted
Just Tike, oh gee whiz something like high test gas or something, vou Lnuw it was bad! and I thousht well, I think that
will work in a cigarette lighter. And I had an oid Zipgu and I poured it in there and man, it worked good! Where
gasoline would only flame like that would come up Tike that and I mean light up a cigar.

Rusty I remember when the other nationalities would be coming off of their work details. They’d flip their cigarette
butts over to us.

Chuck  Uh hah. ) . .

Rusty Do you remember that? I went all throush the war and never $uit smoking, The whole time. Bumming cigarettes,
where | could, When I didn't have any. Using those Polish cisarettes. They would tear your lungs out?

Chuck  Oh, they were awful thez were terrible.

Rusty  And uh, I remember fhen lipping their cigarettes. ) )

Chuck 1 remember those duab English ones. That always tasted like they had salt in them. I don’t know what was the
matter with a Canadian or English cigarette but it always tasted like you were burning salt! I figured they put them in
the damned hold of a ship and they got washed all the way over you know and they dried em out and sold them to you.
Rustz [ remenber that in 7A one time we tried to make soup out of blood sausage. All we ended up with was a damned
bunch of blood.

Chuck  Globs flpating around in there, I couldn’t oo that either.

Husi{ bie found teeth and fingernails.

Chuck  Hair? We found Tots of hair. Little globs of hair,

Virginia Do you remember them eating horse meat?

Rusty Oh! Hell! I remember them oringing a tub of soup into our barracks 174 and it had the damned horse eye in it. Do
you remember the horse eye floating around in it7

Chuck  We had horse hair and parts of hide. And I know it was tails off of the horse. You know the long hair, gz2 whiz!
It was real coarse hair. In fact I got a bunch of it and let it dry out and braided a watch strap out of it, e didn't
eat it, but the macaroni was half shell or whatever it was, and the red stuff, I didn’t know what it was but I +igured
it was tometoes, and then there were lots of Tittle crawly worme. that were dead in there, little megoots, but that was
pretty good soup thoush, that was about the best soup they sent us.
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Rusty  Yeah. Well I remember, one of the guards said that the work parties oot the food. If a horse broke ifs l2g, we
got the head. We got the head and the less. And the work parties got the rest of the carcass with the meat on it,
Because we were non-productive,
Chuck  Yeah, we weren’t doing nothing.
Faul Do you remember when they brought all of those Italians in to 787 You were ther=. All of us.
Chuck  Yes! I remember.
Faul  They had Marsha! Patagleo in that group and the whole bunch. And that’s the time that we got lots of tomato
aste.

uck  feah! Uh huh. .
Pl They brought lot of Italian food up with them and we got potatoes, I can remember this tomato paste. [ didn’t have
the sligntest idea what this stuff was; It Tooked like rubber, red rubber. But after vou mixed a Jittle water and
heated it up, it was darned good!
Chuck  MWell, I can remember from somewhere, I qot tapioca, 1 think it was off of the black market. And it was big
stuff! You know. It was Tike little marbles. And I thought hn¥ I know how to, tapioca is good! 5o I oot the stuff in a
pot and I started cooking that stuff and it jelled up. And hell! I couldn’t do nothing with it. I couldn’t stir 1t. So I
got it out of there and [ cut it up with a knife and we made balls out of it. And that was pretty gcood baseballs. They
lasted about three weeks. They were good! They would bounce on the floor. You know and that was tapioca. 1 never tried
to cook tapioca after that.
Rusty Do you remember on time at 17B, when we hadn't had any red cross parcels for six or sight weeks? And we oot in
42,000 rolls of toilet pgﬁer? Do you remember that?
Chuck  He! He! Yeah! Yean!
Chuck  But, I got an English parcel in thers from some place, I think somebody felt sorry for us,
Faul  We used to get Enalish parcels at 7A.
Chuck  FMm bhunh!
Paul I den’t ever remember oetting one at 178. )
Chuck  No I don’t think we did, but the English gave us some of their parcels. ) .
Paul  But they did distribute some of the English parcels to us and they had tea in them. And somewhere alona the Tine
they oot some American parcels and they had coffee in them and we would trade tea for coffee, Bub that was a pretiy good
bunch of Englishmen there.
Chuck They traded a |ot pretty good and the French mep even.
Rusty Do vou remember fndre’?
Faul Yes, I remember Andre’.
Rusty And there was one other one up there that we was close to. 1 have forgotten his name but ah- I sure would have
liked to met up with Andre’ after the war. Because he was--—-—-
Chuck Has he a great hig guy?
Fusty He was a big tall guy. ) ) ) )
Chuck He was always eying me and feeling my butt 3 little bit, and [ was kinda worried about him. He was real good with
French crackers. T et had those biscuits, whatever they were. Harder than hell! Did you ever try to eat those thinos?
Faul [f vou soaked them in water, they were prettg goad!
Chuck You could almost make soup out of them. Bubt boy, trying to eat em, you just couldn’t break them off hardly.
Rustr 0ld Andre’, he treated us pretty good down there.
Chuck He was always calling me “Laddie, Laddie" you know and put his arm around me and he kind of made me.
Rusty I never had any trouble
Chuck Didn't you?
Rusty Well, I was uglier! ‘ ‘
Chuck 1 know when he got to feeling me a little bit, I thought now I am going to get away from Andre’.
Paul We were,~ I remember one time, and this was after the group went on up to the French__ oathered up several cups
full of these crackers, and braught em up for us to distribute.
Chuck Well that's al\ that thez got! From what I understood, that’s what they got from their covernment was those
crackers, And that’'s what they got,
Paul  And it was a heck of a gift.
Chuck  And it was out of their own larder, you might say because they all worked, I don't think they were ewempt.
Rustﬁ No! They were required to work according to the Geneva Convention. Chuck  They weren’t non-coms or there weren’t
any there I don't know wnich.
Rusty ?ecaqsg even the sergeants, even Andre’, I think worked, except that he had enough influence if he wanted to da a
articular job.
Ehuck He had been there!
Rusty Oh Heli.
Chuck He said he had gone back to France a couple of times. To see his family or Christmas or Thanksgiving and than
they would ship him back. He was that much of an honor prisoner of some kind, because I know that he told me, he said
“if you will stay with me, I will get you to France" and I thought I don’t know if I can stand him, gaoing to France or
not, but he worried me a 1ittle bit, Nice ouy! really was, he was—- s s N :
Rusty I remember he tried to, everyone of us, I think, always thought of escape, and I asked him if I ever got to
France, 1 said how would [ let the people know and he said just say "Je suis prisonnier de guerre" (I am a prisoner of
war} and I didn't know what the hell it meant, I knew it meant war and prisoner, but ah, he said that’s all you have to
know, if Yna get to the right people, vou are on your way home. . ) )
Chuck Well when you guys got shot down, ¥Pu didn’t oet to contact ann natives or anything did you? .
Paul Well, I was shot down and we were hit bombing shipping at "Sfax Harbor?? We wers guite a ways back on our way back
before we lost an engine, and we were gquite a ways back before the rudder control cable failed on us. And we were foo
high and we went into a kind of flat spin and the pilot, he just shut the power off and was able to straighten it up and
land out there in the desert. And that was fortunate for us. We landed and the Arabs came over, and thev made sure that
we didn’t ao any where, because ah the Bermans showed up the next day, in a truck and took us into Bfax and then Tunis,
Chuck Was your whole crew, was all right?
Paul Our whole crew, none of us were injured. The only injury, was mine and it wasn’t due to enemy fire but was due the
fact that I was laying on th:sdplate of, this armor plate, there were two pieces there, buckled up and came apart and 1
was holding on to that gun handle sticking out the bottom of the plane and I shouldn’t have been, and it just vou know
it just kind of wrecked my right arm for a while, just the shock of it, so- and that's when [ lost my canteen, because
this armor plate came apart and buckled up, and then came back together and my canteen dropped right in the middlie and I
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couldn’t get it out, So the pilot did an extremely good job. The last I remember him saying before we hit the ground was
;Pick up vour fest Jimmey, I°11 try not to push too much sand in there!* And so he did an excellent job bringing us
oH .
Chuck Calm and coliected crashing an airplane. Did vou land with your wheels up?
Paul Oh no! Mo, Mo. He beliied it in!
Chuck He bellied it in? _ _
Paul Course 1f he hadn’t of beliied it. Well he didn’t have no power anyway to get the whesls down! He didn’t have time
to get the whesls down, find 1 he had of gotten the wheels down, we prooably wouldn't have made it because of that soft
sand, that we hit in. And so we were fortunats.
Chuck Well, did vou jump out of yours, Rusty?
Rusty Oh no! Mo We set ours down. We were coming down. Lost our power on fwo engines out and then the other twn, they
couldn’t get rpms out them and we were coming into mountains, and the pilot called the navigstor and says "dhere are
we?" And the navigator took a fix and he said (whatever it was- longitude and latitude), whatever it was, we were
suEppsed to be 300 miles behind our own lines. And the pilot said, “Well, well set it down here then, and in the
morning radio in, we are under radio silence. We can radio in and get some parts out here, and geb this thing off the
ground." And so that night the pilot had checked out the the rest of the crew that morning at brisfing, 5o the navigator
didn‘t have a time check. And that night the stars came out, he took a celestial and found out we were 50 miles behind
Berman lines. And we were supposed to be 300 the other way. The navigators watch was off enoush to make that much
difference. And that had to be six or seven minutes as I understand it. I don’t know if that‘s right or not but any
rate, wa set it down in the desert and of course when the thing hit, (the wheels were down and everythingi the wheels
were right up to the hubs in sand. fnd ah, We stayed there that night. We had some kind of rations or some damned thing.
And anyhow we stayed there that night. And Smitty amd I, the guy that‘s here now, all night iong, we brousht the bomb
cight back into the radio room. Smitty and I sat there all night 1ong, with our rifles, ready to shoot that bonb sight,
There’s three places, you had to shoot the Norden bomb sioht to destrov it.
Chuck To destroy it so they didn’t get it. )
Rusty And so we sat there all damned night lang, the rest of the guys were half asleep you know and Smitty and T would
spell each other out, we got ten of fifteen minutes of sleg? you know and we had drained out a bucket of gasoline and
had set it back bg the waist guns and set the flare pistol there, and if anzthlnq happened, the Tast guy out was going
to kick over the bucket of gasoline and fire the flare pistol info it. So the next morning, the pilot and co-pilot and
the navigator, they went off ahead of the plane to see 1f they could find a hard spot in the desert where if they got
this thing running again, we might be able to take off.
Chuck Ma ha.
Rusty And ah, while they were gone, an ME 109 started making passes at us, they weren‘t tiring, it was Just
reconnaissance, they kept buzzing closer and closer all the time you know, and the bosbardier was in charge of the crew.
Smitty and I were the ones that were left in the airplane, the bombardier and the other aquys were out scouting around
for whatever, I don't remember what the hell they were doing ocutside. But at anz rate this ME 109 started to buzz us,
and Holmstrum, the bosbardier- We had landed, a couple hundred yards from a hard-topped road! There were holes dug along
the cide of the road for ditching trucks because the P-38‘s used to come in across there, when they were running German
convoys down through therek and they would strafe the convoys down there. So they had these bia holes dug beside the

gﬂﬁg furtditching the trucks. So Holmstrum and the other guvs, except the pilot and co-pilot, were out looking for &
ard spot.

Chuck A landing strip in the desert. )

Rusty These guys jumped down in one of these holes when the ME 109's started to buzz us. Smitty and I were sti))

sitting there in the damned radio room were ready to shoot the bomb sight. Holmstrum said, "Rusty! Smitty! Get the hell

out of there!" And we said "What about the bomo-sight?" "Get out of there! The hell with the bomb-sight get out of

there®, so Smitty and I still had our rifles, The rest of the guys, thev were un-armed, This ME 109, he would make 2

pass you know and, Smitty would say "Are vou ready?" "Yeah" Bang! We were shooting at the dammed fhing with a rifie! I

don‘t know how many rounds we shat off 2t that thing. He made z guite & few passes. You only had tige to get one shot,

and that was it!

Chuck  One shot. .

Rusty  He prchqblz missed that thing b¥ three quarters of a mile. fny wangmittK and 1 had gone to the hale right

directly ahead of the airplane. And the other guy’s were a little bit to the North. After we got our shots fired off and

this ME 109 was making a last pass and we heard motors. Truck enoines. Motor C{cies. Two motor cycles, Coming down the

road. And pretty soon, Smitty and I, we were going to stick it out to the last end, vou know! So pretty soon the

bombardier said "All right! Rusty and Smitty, come on out!" And Smitty and I stuck our heads over the sides and "bbrt",

a little burst of machine gun, )éuu know sub-machine gunfire, those little Tommy guns that they had, because we had our

ritles and avery thing! We didn‘t know, vou are not supposed to get sand in your rifle. Riaht?

Faul  Npo! You don‘t! i

Rusty  You never drop your rifle in the sand! After Holmstrum called us the second time, we came up out of the hole,

and as [ said, we didn't ﬁrn& our damned rifles! And we got another 1ittle burst of machine-gun fire at our fest, and we

knew right away that we had to do something! So, we dropped our rifies!

Chuck  You got rid of your rifles!

Rusty We got sand in them!

Chuck  Even if you got sand in them!

Rusty So we dropped the rifles. They marched us, they had some trucks near-by' We were so close to a gun emplacement

up in the mountains! They said "We knew you weren’t going any place! We could have come put yesterday and got you guys!

fou weren't going any place.” And they were sitting up there with an 88 trained on us! I we had of made a move, or if

they would have got the thing started. _

Fau If YFU had of made a move, you would have been in frouble, wouldn’t you? ’ )

Rusty  Yeah! They would have just hit the plane with and B8, you know, those auys were pretty good with those things!

They could hit a mosquito with an 88!

Chuck You bet! Yeah! Sure!

E?sty They marched us five or six miles, We had on those damned leather flying suits you know. The sheep wool sheepskin
ying suits,

Chuck The sheeE ones! Gee! Those were hot!

Egst And %23 oots and the helmets and the whole bit! And we walked across the desert with those things on and we were
out to melt!

Chuck I can imaging!
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Rusty And finally we caught up to a place where they had an empty fruck, and they took us from there and on in to
Tunis. I don’t know, when were you in Tunis? ) )
Paul W¥ell, I was in Tunis on probably January the second and third or mavbe the fourth-—-
Rusty Well then, we were there at the same time! Because we come into Tunis into the city jail, I think it was the city
jail or an army one—— I don‘t know, but at any rate we were in the jail there in Tunis. Got in there on the fourth!
Paul Yeah! Well I’11 be darnad.
Rusty [id they 1y you across in those old tri-motor Junkers?
Faul Yeah! Yeah. Yeah. They took ah, they took me to the hospital, and they took the ?i]nt to the hospitai. The reason
they took the pilet to the hospital was he was allergic to flea bites, he was just zwelled up |ike nobody’s business!
Chuck He was swelled up to his toes!
Faul ~ With flea bites from that night we had spent with the Arabs!
Chuck You had them camel fleas didn‘t you?
Faul  Oh, we were all flea bitten! But I mean he was really bad! It had poisoned him. So they took us to a hospital in
Tunis. Ané they patched up my arm, it didn’t need much patching just mainly I needed a sling.
Chuck Sling and 2 hana on.
Faul  Yeah. They looked me over. There were no broken bones, so I was all right. The pilot, they doped him up, and
atched up both arms' Ha! Ha! Both arms! He was wrapped from -——all the way down!
uck Al the way down!
Faul ~ And then they threw us in a cell there and-- It was, I don’t know whether it was --——-, lets see? this was the
Italians that did this, not the Bermans. The Italians took us into Sfax. That's whers they turned us over to, and we
sta{ed in the [talian place for a night or two and then they turned us over to the Germans, and we went ta Tunis, and
that's where they took us to the hospital. In Tunmis. I think it was about the 3rd or 4th, something like that, of
January, It wasnt but a day or two, it was right away that they flew us across to Naples. In the Junkers 52,
Rusty Yeah. Wl ther told us that they used to wait until they had enough to make a flight of about a hundred. Because
the only machine gun they had was a bicycle turret, with a thirty caliber machine gqun on it,
Paul One guy! One sunper on it!
Rusty One gunner.



