






We finally arrived in Paris. The guy with me dis­
appeared - - I have no idea what happened to him. I sold the 
car for almost nothing. If I had picked a passenger car 
instead of a sports car, I would have had lots of money. 
Passenger cars were needed and sold for a premium. 

In Paris I went to a hospital and told them I was a 
Prisoner of War. All prisoners must go to a hospital first. 
They immediately sent me to a Psychiatrist. We talked a lot!! 
He admired the pistol I had!! I asked him if he liked the 
pistol and he replied, "Yes, very much." I told him if he 
would get me on. the ne}~t boat for home 1 would make him a 
present of it. He really wrote up a report on me. (1 came 
home wi th the "burp" gun but have no idea what happened to 
it) . I had a few days to wai t in Pari s, so 1 drew another 
partial pay. I bought Jeanne a beautiful necklace, which 
Brenda now has. 1 blew the rest in "Pig Alley". 

This Psychiatrist kept his word and got me on a boat 
right away. It was a hospi tal ship on its way to the Uni ted 
States. July 3, 1945 we arrived back in the States, and my 
first official station was Camp Edwards, Massachusetts. I 
called my family from there and let them know where I was. 
Prisoners of War were given preference of any general hospital 
they wi shed to go to. 1 chose Borden General in Chi ckasha, 
OK. . 1 went there by train, and after checking in 1 
immediately asked for a leave. I was enti tIed to a 60-day 
leave, so 1 was given a leave. 

After the leave was up I spent about a week in the 
hospi tal. They then wrote up orders for me to go to an Army 
Base in Ft. Smi th, Arkansas. 1 went to Ft. Smi th - - they 
looked at me and my orders and told me I shouldn't be there 
but should be in San Antonio. So they cut separate orders to 
send me to San Antonio. 1 asked for a delay en route. They 
gave me a 20-day delay en route so 1 went back to Oklahoma 
Ci ty! ! After the 20 days I reported to San Antonio. When 1 
arrived there, 1 discovered that the woman who filled out my' 
report was a relative of Tom Elder, my Bombardier. SO -- she 
forgot about the 60-day leave 1 had already received and gave 
me another 60-day leave!!! I went back to Oklahoma Ci ty for 
another 60 days!!! 

After that last 60-day leave, 1 went back to San Antonio 
and reported in. But they still gave me various leaves. 
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The last one was a terminal leave or something like that. I 
just know I arrived back in the U.S. in July 1945 and had 
various leaves until February 4, 1946, when I was officially 
discharged, I was paid by the Government for leaves of one 
kind or another. 

In the meantime I had gone to work for the Hoover Company 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, sometime during the month of November or 
December 1945. I had to take off a few days to go back to San 
Antonio to be discharged. Then, I went back to Tulsa to my 
job. 

Besides the Purple Heart, I received air medal awards for 
meri torious achievement in aerial flight while participating 
in sustained operational activities against the enemy: 

(1) April 16, 1944 to May 5, 1944; 
(2) May 7, 1944 to May 17, 1944; 
(3) May 18, 1944 to June 6, 1944. 

This means I was entitled to one air medal and three 
oak leaf clusters. I have two oak leaf clusters on the air 
medal, so I am missing one oak leaf cluster. There are also 
three battle stars on the air medal. 

I was put in for promot ion to Capta in after I returned 
from overseas. I was a pri soner of war and had flown 50 
combat missions, so I was recommended for promotion to 
Captain. 

UThe Secretary for Personnel Board has not favorably 
considered the recommendation for promotion for First Lt. 
Edwi n Wren Bowyer to the grade of Captai n. U "There is 
insufficient justification for a presumption that subject 
officer would have been promoted but for his capture." 

Even with some of the "bad" reports still in my records 
- example: Lt. Finch - - they told me if I had stayed in the 
sen-lice, they would have automatically made me a Captain. I 
could have cared less - - "I wanted out!!!!!!!!!" 

In 1983, a Government nationwide program was started, to 
contact all former Prisoners of War, and all Vietnam Veterans 
(for Agent Orange). I started my appoi ntments January 1984. 
The Paris Psychiatrist's report was missing, along with many 
other orders and forms. 1 was told many records were burned 
in a big fire in the "vault" in St. Louis. I went through 



many tests of all kinds, three of which were by the 
Psychiatrists in San Antonio. None could furnish a final 
report stating I had physical or mental damage from being a 
Prisoner of War. But, naturally, "I knew that all the time!!D 

(Further conversation on a tape): 

BRENDA: You talk about overpowering them so much by the sheer 
number of planes; but, I thinK it would be interesting why a 
ball bearing plant or tanks works factory would be important 
to destroy. 

WREN: When you figure that the Allies put up somewhere in the 
neighborhood of about 5,000 planes a day - - that they arel bombi ng aircraft manufact ur ing plant s, ball bear ing plants, 
ammuni tion dumps, oil refineries - - the idea of bombers, is 
going behind the lines and destroying their sources of

I supplies. You can have the manpower; but, if you don't have 
the machine power to go wi th the manpower, you can't win a 
war. Same thing with tanks. The tank works with the 
manufacture of tanks, manufacture of artillery, guns and 
everything. They are not manufactured up there on the 
fi ght i ng 1 i nes. They I re manufactured way back behind· the 
lines, and that is why the bombers were so important. 

And, like Russia, probably the best way to beat an enemy 
is, if you have the territory to do it, is to let them·advance 

advance - - advance - - and finally they get so far away 
from their sources of supplies, that you can swoop in a 
pincher movement and cut them off and they are dead dodos. 
They have exhausted all their supplies. Patton ran out of gas 
once in his attack. They had to sit and wai t for gas. Now, 
here is a perfectly good tank - - the men and everything else· 
- - but it can't go anywhere without gas. So, you have to be 
careful in a war that you don't outrun your sources of 
suppl ies. If you can cut them off to where there are no 
supplies, that's even better. 

BRENDA: I guess the thing that most of all mystifies all of 
us, that weren't there, is "Why do we tend to glorify it"? It 
is a war of all wars, and God knows we all hate wars, but 
there is more history on this war. ,
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1st Lt. Bowyer -;.. June 1945 \;JREN 11 years old (1929) 

in Boston. Mass. after returning Oklahoma state ChAmpion 

from Horld Har II. sellin~ Libertv magazines 
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